Technology Does Not Have 
Sole Jurisdiction At Drags 


NAPA, Cali.—Home sapiens are 
strange and fascinating creatures— 
especially When ib comes bo the mind and 
superstitions. 

Very few people are willing to admit 
they believe thai black cats, walking 
under a ladder and the like are bad luck, 
Frank Bradley belonged bo. this group 

But the talented Top Puel dragster 
driver has revamped his thinking ta tha 
point Where he gays. “I'm not sure there is 
anything to if (superstilion), but why 
prusit at,” 

Tt doesn't take but a few minutes of 
conversation with the present Top Fuel 
point leader on the Winston World 
Championship series to understand why 
his thinking has changed. 

“Everyone is superstitious.” said the 
béarded Bradley, who has been & regular 
on the National Hot Rod Association 
Circuit since 1964. “They just won't admil 
it, 

“T didn't think I was. Then | started 
hanging around some circle tracks in 
upper California. And man, are those 
guys superstitious Being around them 
Was a psychological upheaval” 

Listening to Ue slock car drivers talk 
about their convictions that certain 
things, like green cars and peanuts, are 
destined to causebad luck started Bradley 
on the rod to believing the same things. 

The convincing blow happened “seven 
or eight years ago.” He started carrying 
lawn chairs ("green ones’) to the drag 
strips. He didn't think anything about it 
a4 bia luck went from bad to horrible. 
Then he decided ta get rid of the chairs, 
“As soon as we did, our luck changed and 
we started winning,” said Bradley with 
still an unbelieving tone. 

A few years later while of tha NHRA 
Winter Nationals in Pomona, Calit, he 
Said ta himself ‘if |] win, i'm going to 
church” He won—and went toohurch. But 
atthe neat eventat Phoenix, he worked on 
huis dragester Instead of going ta church, “I 
lost im the first round fof final 
eliminations). Three times 7 went to 
church that spring and three times | won. 
I guess I should go all the time.” 

Last year al Michigan during a NHAA- 


Winston World Championship event, he 
wis bragging about how well everything 
wis going, Then he watched as a young 
boy ate peanuts begide his dragster with 
the shells falling into the long, slim 
machine. “TL kowew peanuls were suppoded 
te be bad luck, but T didn't say anything to 
the boy, Said Hradley. “1 dicin't want to 
cause any stir, But S00 feet down the strip, 
the eel fell ett.” 

He pauses before he adds in a very 
Lococo bone, “there is probably 
nothing to it. But the thought is always 
there." 

Bradley, who raced outboard boats 
before settling on 4a drag racing carer, 
feels anyone who claims he is nol 
SU perstitions is failing to Admit the truth 


To prove his opinion, be tells a story 
about Jim Bucher, another Top Fuel 
driver on the NHALA-Winston circuit. 
“Jim said he was not at all superstitious,” 
Said Bradley with mw sly grin. “So ] asked 
hit whieh side of the car he got in on. He 
Said “il deesn't really matter,” 

“Taro years later at Pomona, Jim hedn't 
qualified, | walleed up ty him and wsked 
him if he wag going to gpetinion the right 
side, He looked at me and said ‘there 
might be something to it and I'm mot 
qualified. So I'm going to get inon the left 
side just to be sure’. 

Bradley smiles, letting the impact ofhis 
Story ¢liminute any doubts the lisbener 
fight have been having, 

Then he decides to add the superstition 
clincher. “Every time I've said I've newer 
had this or that problem, | have that 
problem, Everyone believes in this 
superstition,” 


Macau GP Set 


The 23rd Annual Macau Grand Prix, 
Agios premier motor sports event, will 
be held Saturday and Sunday. November 
20 and 215k, 

The annual event, now officially 
accepted aa part of the international 
Grand Prix circuit. ia expected to draw 
the biggeat lineupof Huropean, Asian and 
Australasian top drivers in its history 


LATE NEWS 


Continued From Page | 


® The Cosworth Vega has been approved by IMSA for use in the 
Radial Challenge and the car will run at a weight of 2600lbs, not 


2/001 bs as previously reported. 


® NASCAR's Rookie Of The Year competition is being led by 
Skip Manning, with Neil Bonnett second, Jimmy Means third, 
Terry Bivins fourth, Darrell Bryant fifth, Baxter Price sixth, and 
John Utsman seventh. Manning, by the way,is the only GN driver 


hailing from Lousiana. 


@ IMSA’s Aug. 15 Formula Atlantic race at Pocono has been 
scrapped because of a lack of sponsorship. A race for F-Atcars has 
been scheduled to replace it, and that will go Sept. 19 at Road 
Atlanta, No sponsor there yet either, but prospects are said to be 


good 


e Amos Johnson on IMSA’s relaxed restrictor plate rules: “Both 


(Nick) Craw's BMW and our Pacer should be back up at the front, 
butit won't be any sort of runaway. Nobody's gonna runaway from 
things because they feel like they'll be restricted if they do." 

® Sources at STP say that company continues to be very 
interested in running a USAC Champ Car next year “if we can find 
the right kind of team, one that is innovative, one that will makeup 


the right kind of combination.” 


@® Ferrari has confirmed that its twin engine failures at the 
French GP July 4 were the result of identical crankshaft 
breakages—both due, it is thought, to improper machining. 
Result? A whole gaggle of finished, but suspect, crankshafts have 


been tossed into the ash can. 


® Rumor Of The Week: A Camel GT program is being planned by 
a manufacturer not now participating in Camel GT. The program 
probably will be run by a team which participated in the CanAm. 

@ Las Vegas, Nevada interests are said to be talking with a major 
sanctioning body in order to secure a professional racing date fora 
new track being proposed for construction in that city. 

® Another new car for IMSA's Radial Challenge: look for a Fiat 


124 at Talledega Aug. 7. 
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Designer of broadcast anterma mount to be weed in NASA satellite track of antique auto race. Ed Schuler, 
Morrison, lll.. stands beside 1914 Dodge Touring model he drove trom thlinois to Maryland in wary tests 


Weather Satellite Will 
Track Great Race Rerun 


A 1914 Mode) T Ford entered in the 


American Bierntennial’s Around-the- 
World Auto Race has teamed up with a 
NASA satellite in a unique tracking 
experiment 

The Pord is one of 12 antique cars 
competing in a Bieday point-to-point 
rally from Paris across Europe, Asia and 
the Unites States to New York City as an 


official event of the National 
Bicentennial celebration, All of pre-i915 
vintage, the cars will travel the 


approximate route of the Great Hace of 
(S08 in a reversed direction 

NASA's Goddard Space Plight Center, 
Greenbelt, Md, is conducting the 
tracking experiment to help evaluate a 
research syshem normally used for the 
remote collection of environmental data 
via. satellite. 

Driven by Robert H, Pickard ol Adelphi, 
Md. the Model Tis equipped wilh a 30- 
Pound electronics package. This rugged, 
Solf-powered writ transmits the prowod 
speed of the moving car to the Random 
Acorss Measurement System (AMS) 
tarried by NASA's Nimbus-& 
meteorological research satellite. 

Nimbus-6 orbits the globe from pole to 
pole every 108 minutes Due te the 
rotation of the Eanh, the satellite covers 
the entire globe once every 12 hours. All 
mformation ollected by Nimbus-6 i 
relayed to Goddard through an Alaskan 
ground station as the satellite passes. 
over the north pole at the end of each 
Earth orbit. 


Neo information can be relayed from 
Goddard to the Model T since the tracking 
package carried by ihe cariscapable only 
of transmissions 


The RAMS is normally weed bo collet 
and LraAnsmit temperature, pressure and 
other environmental data fram 
instruments ctardied aboard moving 
Platforms such as balloons and bucys 
Two sucomssive balloon positions, as 
relayed through the satellite, permit 
calculation of the wind velocity. 


“While our RAMS experiments wath 
Ballogns and free-floating buoys are 
highly successful, the auto race offers the 
OpPOrtunity to demonstrate the syetem 
for ground tracking applications. where 
LransinisesOns ira BHCOUNTer Varhous 
kinds of interference.” said Goddard's 
Charles E. Cote, 


“Use of the RAMS during the race msc 
provides additional data on system 
aecuriey,” Cote mebded 


Pickart, 43. has been an active member 
of the U.5. space effort since the early 
days of the U.S. satellite Vanguard. Af a 
specialist im radig communications, he 
has plaved Hey Peles 10 TeseaPcih Projects 
that laid the groundwork for today's 
Elobal Satellite COMMU ALIONS 
Systems, He presently occupies the 
Position of project manager for a major 
meteorological} Communications 
sitellite system called the Cieostalionary 
Operational Environmental Satellite 


Evans Leads In Overall 
SCORE Points Standings 


The world's fastest trocker, Walker 
Evans, currently holds the load in the ree 
for the 1975 SCORE overall points 
championship. Evans has driven his 
much-modified Chevrolet pickup to Clases 
Two wink im both the Parker 40) and 
SCORE-Bilstein Baja Internacional this 
Ver, earning 445 points. 

He was the second-place finisher 
among ill four-wheel vehicles im both 
events, beating all Class One cars except 
the eventual winner The 38-year-old 
Riverside (California) contractor is 
teammate of Parnell Jones. 

Ewans will be gunning for another 
Viotory to lengthen his points lead in the 
4th Anoual SCORE World Off-Road 
Championships at Riverside Raceway 
August S22. the wild and wooly event 
that brings Baja-style racing to a course 
where spectators can wateh every bit of 
the action. Hé was arunaway winner last 
year in Class Eight (production pickups 
and other wtility wehicles), Evans and 
Parnelli then decided to lighten and 


modify the Chevy Silverado pickup and 
Tove Up to Class Tero, Che unlimited barn. 
Seater Class normally populated by vary 
huge style machines with airceeoled 
Pear Snipes. 

Evans head already been running with 
many of the faster cars and the class 
changr—under the SCORE procedure 
which starts faster classes first—arould 
give him earlier starting positions and 
lass traffic to pass. The plan obviously 
worked. 

iiotorcyolist Larry Roeseler is Evans 
closest competitor in the overall SCORE 
Points race. He and co-rider A.C. Bakken 
copped first overall and Class 22 
(unlimited motorcycle) wing both in the 
Parker 400 and SCORE-Bilstain Baja 
Intemacional for a total of 434.5 points, 

(Under the SCORE system, points are 
awarded only te a driver! rider of record 
They are compuled by a formula that 
takes int consideration finish position 
and relative performance within a class. 
Plus the number of clase entries) 
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Hunt Takes Protested British GP 


By Pete Lyons 


BRANDS HATCH, Eng.—James Hunt, 
the man who won two Grands Prix in two 
days last time oul, nearly lost two on the 
same day this time. It happened at home 
in Britain, where once again we had two 
eventa for the price of one. 

You remember the British GP—it's the 
one where everything always gots 
wrong, For the last four yeara in a row, or 
more than that according to local 
tetmory, there has been something so 
wrane as to turn the whole creekire inte am 
merry disaster. Multiple crashes, 
multiple arguments, multiple protests; 
red flags, restarts, reinglatementa—quite 
a @oad circus, pear after year. And we 
were treated to all of that this time. 

Tt started out with Niki Lauda on pole 
and James wlongside. Niki chose the 
ouiside, left side of the track to start from. 
and in clear warm sunny conditions 
outdragged the McLaren up the rise inte 
Paddock bend at flag fall. From the second 
row Clay Regazzoni's Perrari also got the 
jump, and shouldered ahead and went in 
toward the apex in second place right 
behind his teammate. Too close, Maybe 
there wes actual contect between the two 
Ferraria, but anyway Regea's auddenly 
snapped slidewaya acrosa the very nose of 
Hunt and the rest of the 36 starters. 

Slam, boom, bang. Clay's car spun 
around, spewing Hasty green-tinted 
wither from its ruptioned site radintors. 
Hunt's car went lofting into the wir, it 
looked about aix feet or ao, turning gently 
a4 it went like alooge surfboard, and came 
down so much on iis side that bt admast 
went over on James head—but luckily 
not quite. Jacques Laffite's Ligier-Matra 
Was aleo crunched into the air, not quite 
so high, but it was more heavily damaged. 
Several other drivers found themselves 
strewn across the track and the grass on 
either side, and so littered was the general 


The scone at Brands Hatch after the race was started, stopped, and then restarted: Miki Lauda off into his accustomed lead, with eventual winner James Hunt following 
along behind, and then Clay Regartoni's Ferrari, Scheckter's Tyrell P34, and the rest. 


arca with stancs and bitsof bodywork and 
a huge clowd of dust—Hritain has been in 
near-drought conditians for weeks—that 
the senior safety chserver on the comer 
pushed his “panic butbon’. At the flash of 


lt all starts in the pits, where that wealth of knowledge 
about engines, suspensions, transmissions, and every intricate 
part of your machine comes together, What it really borls down 
to is, if you can't get it together in the pits, then you'll never 


be successful on the track. 


Our one-week 


(40 solid hours) school starts fram the 


bottom end af an engine to team racing and “putting it all 
together” at the track for a winning season. 


We'll teach you the basics {and a lot more) of tweaking a 
racing machine so you'll be able to get the edge when the flag 
drops, Write for a free 
brochure and enroll- 
ment dates today, 


1101 Gude Orivea Rockville, Md. 20880 


(301) 340-2700 


his signal the officials at the startlina 
grabbed the red fag. As Niki completed 
his first lap well im the lead fram Patrick 
Depailler and Mario Andretti, be saw it 
wasn'ta race at all, 

Now is when the real trouble began. 
James, unharmed personally beyond a 
tweaked thumb, had gathered himself up 
from the heap and driven his M2 
Fingerly away from the scene, last car ta 
do go apart from the Ligier-Matra which 
left only on the end of a hook. He got a 
tremendous ovation from the rowed as he 
drove slowly up around Druids hairpin 
and back down to Bottom Bend—oops, 
We're supposed to call it Graham Hill 
niw—but because his car was distinctly 
bent about the front he parked itbelow the 
niw paddock, brhind the pits, 

The crowd ehifted itself and 
commenced a patient wait for the mesa to 
be swept up and the race restarted. The 
awotping took about 15 minutes, and 
regulations mandated a further 20 
minutes for a genera! “ferkle about the 
care” (mechanic's word for examination) 
before the grid was formed up again. It 
Was during this interval that the ohief 
official—quite possibly it had been 
pointed out to him by another team 
manager or two—decided that James 


Hunt apparantly had violated a rule, 

Inthe case ofa red flag. itislaid down in 
CSl procedure, lap-scoring is taken back 
to the previous complete lap—it was that 
Procedure that in Jast year’s GP of Britain 
fave second, third, fourth. and fifth places 
to drivers who had crashed in the rain, 

By stopping halfway around the first 
lap. Jimes had not completed any lap at 
all previous to the red flag, and therefore, 
ruled the Royal Automobile Club official, 
he come under an RAC regulation the 
upshot of which was that he could not 
restart. 

Well sir. You should've heard the crowd 
when that wae announced! D'you think of 
the British as quiet, well-mannered, atift- 
uppor-lip sorts of people? The roar of 
disapproval from the swelling masses all 
around the circuit. from the grass at 
South Bank to the new grandstands at 
Clearways, turned the Kentish skies an 
even brighter blue. Boo...Hiaa...Groan. 

. and eerie slow clap-clap-clapping of 
tens of thousands of angry hands, 

The RAC official might have 
recollected that he wae going to have to 
make his way thoouph this very orowd on 
his way home that night: anyway, it was 
finally announced that James ood 

Continued On Page i4 


Jabouille's Supertrick Elf 
Scores Mugello Victory 


MUGELLO, ITALY —Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille’s apaceframe EW 2 scored a 
decisive victory in the Italian's batkyard 
Sunday, July 11. 

Jabouille set the faat lap in qualifying, 
took the lead on lap 43, led the French toa 
sweep and beoume the sole points leader 
in the European Formula Two series, 
Behind Jabouille, in both the point 
standings as well aa the race, was Rene 
Armoux in «& Martini-Henauwlt V8. 
Armoux’s teammate and countryman, 
Patrick Tambey who was in the Martini 
sister car, finished third and in doing so 
tied with Arnoux for second in the series. 

Sitting next to the pole-sitter was 
Australian Bobby Muir who went three: 
tanths of 4 séoond slower than his French 
competitor, Third and fourth were 
Tambay and Armoux with Alberto 
Colombo in a March-BMW holding down 


the fifth position. In the sixth position on 
the grid was yelanother Frenchman. Paul 
Leglere. Qualifying seventh and 
finishing fourth in the race was Alex 
Ribsiro in a March-BMW with Yuciano 
Paveai's Aalt-Hart in eighth. Rounding 
out the top ten was Guadengio Mantova 
Ainth and moving up from tenth place to 
finish filth was Giancarlo Martini in his 
March-BMW. 

Maurizio Flammini who qualified 12th 
on the grid managed to scrape his way up 
to the sixth finishing spot. Seventh 
across the finish line was Hans Binder in 
a Chevron-BMW and the Willi Hauhsen 
aponsored care of Ingo Hoffman and 
German Klaus Litachar ig finished eighth 
and ninth, Guadenzio Mantova in & 
March-BMW finished some five seconds 
behind the Kauhsen team Marches to take 
home the tenth place honors, 
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British GP 

Continued From Page 12 
restart after all, (The MeLaran boys bund 
fone ahead and rebuilt the front 
suspension) and what's more, that bert 
Latfite and Regazzoni could take up their 
grid places again in their spare cars. On 
with the motor race, we'll sort oul the 
legalities afterward, 

Race Two got underway quite alot like 
the first, except that Hunt siayed ahead of 


AUTOWE EK 


FORMULA OWE ORIVERS CHAAR IOASHIP. BRARCG HATCH, 


EMGLARG, JULY LE. ESrh 
CATHY & (ROMLNFYabG 


1: Mo pode, Ferra GUFE §: 1905: 2. het Hel, Mclaren 


Oia, LAGSl: 3-Manig Aedatt 
Regaciteti, Fareary 220 b:20 27 


4PS 77, tS & Clap 
§Pateice DePalber ES Tparell 
O27: ?-Benane 
Paterson, Mach PS). P03 Body Scheckter. LI Tyrell 4, 
LeuSly Sdeiueia Mertarso, March TRL. bth: 1d-¥eti 
Braet, Math fel b:206)-b)Jobo Watson, Ferisee FG} 
L@Qa; AJeches Mass. Mclaces WE L: 14-Jocgees 
ladate. igier 155. 1A0EF: fd-Gueren Albion. JPR TT, P08, | 
Li-Carigs Bealemens, Braatam, L2G 16-Carioy Pace 
Grabagem, 1220.0); LP tes Stuci. Morch FED, Lk LE-Beatt | 
luager. Sarbees THI9. b:PLd0 [o-dlae Jere, Surtees TEES. | 
Lah Beton Prpee. Shoedew DAG, 1B) 21-Emersar | 


1M) LALIS; SChiis Amon, Eragn Wi 


BUSA WR AT 39 -eues-Pidine Latiei, Shadeew OAS 0B: 24 | 
Hetil Ertl, Hesleih ORD, Ltrs; 2osaoy bdwend, Sesteth 
ORO, 1:72.76; 16-Hean Fescarale. Series 108. 2676 
MOA STARTERS: 27 Jackie iho, Willigees FOS, a-Mibe Welete | 
Shadow OM; 29-Dawma Gales Surtees PSIG: 2-LeRa Lombards 
Erathen B6adg, 
RESULTS 


1 Hvent, Pb Songs cee 2) abs ot 10 27 fet a aera eee 
ot LU5.08 fLauda, Me J-Sehechbe, 76: -Mtaon, 75, 5-Fryca, | 
Se Ge deren, TS: 7 Felipe, Tals BF, 72, 9-Paced, 730 10: dare, 
aL 

DMF U1-Rilsgen, G7. engome: LPeferson. 60, engi: L- 

| Lieiepiet, SS, partic -DaPadier, 47, engine: 15-Reetenean dh, 

| engine: LEMccaia, 79. engee: 1F-Regarom, 26. expe: LE- 
Latlibe. JL. re caspenseen: 19-Eyan, 24. peatban; 20-Beaadil la, 
TZ. lot suspen ion; f1-Peseaios, 0b. boel preeoure: 22 -Amon, 
matter be 2 k-Aaaieaiin, , aggre; 24-Masa, |, cluach. 


Regazzoni this time; they poured through 
Paddock Bend in the order Lauda, Hunt, 
Heges. Chris Amon, Jody Scheckter and 
Ronnie Peterson. The rest kept on 
Pouring in good order until near the back, 
when Bob Evans (RAM Brabham) and 
Hans Stuck and Guy Edwards had some 
find of disputation which resulted 
mainly in Edwards’ Penthouse maparine 
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Hesketh getting badly crumpled about 
the nosepiece. He parked the remains on 
the grass on the inside, and mobody 
stopped the race this time. 

Thiet one was quite ferocious for a 
While, Amon bogan to slide back 
immodiately, his engine pulling poorly, 
but the others in the leading bunch kept 
hard aftereach other ina tight, high speed 
String. Brands is a gocd cirouil for 
watching a close race, being hilly so you 
can watch the lines poople take across the 
road and belng bumpy sc the lines they 
take are inevitably kind of ragged. For 
several minutes the restarted British GP 
wa food ontertainment, 

Lauda did slowly manage to pull out 
ground from Hutt: the M23 was amoking 
lightly on acoeleration but it in turn 
gradually pulled out a bit on the other 
Ferrari: that had Scheckter's six-wheeler 
Tyrrell not far behind and the two Marchs 


Prix 


Molson 
Trois Rivieres 


10th ANNIVERSARY 
SEPT. 3, 4 and 5, 1976 


The World’s richest Formula Atlantic Race 


($25,000. in prize money) 


Trans-Am race ($20, 000. in prize money, plus 


continge ney). 


TICKETS: 
General: 


$14.00 iaavieee? $10.00) 


Reserved: $16.00, $18-00 or $20.00 (depending an Station) 
Paddock: $30.00 (advance: $75.00) 


INFORMATION: 


Club Autosport Mauricien Inc., 


P.O. Box 124, 


Trois-Rivieres, Quebec, Canada. 
Tel. (819) 378-8335 


“Racing through the streets with a french accent” 


Tritipaidi, Coperivear FOQ4 02), 127 G6 72-EobEvars Braghem | ep oioc Peutemann's Alfa-powered Erabham leads from the Surtees of Brett Lunger. Neither man finished 


of Peterson and Vittorio Erombilla 
pushing on as well, 

Now commenced a deterioration, a one- 
by-one Slimination procesa that eut the 
race down to a procession, Amelretti fad 
noteven gotten off the line. his JPS engine 
refusing to fire on the second time start 
and he loat three or four lapea while the 
mechanics slaved over it. The loss didn't 
ultimately matter, however, for after 
finally joining in and doing some laps 
(“she wae goin’ good, walkin’ all over 
‘em!") the engine went off again as the 
plugs mysteriously wetted themselves. 

Also in trouble at the line had been 
Jochen Mass, his clutch failing to stand 
up to ite second full-blooded grid start, 
and he goon retired. One by ane all the 
Marches fell away, Stuck with another 
shunt involving Depailler this time, 
Arturo Merzario when a drive shaft 
completely vanished off the car, and 
Brambilla as a front suspension pickup 
failed. Left was Peterson, but only barely, 
for he made four pil atopa to change, 


original oar) was first caught up behind 
Mass's clutch problem on the second grid 
and then broke a rear suspension pickup. 
Likewiae out was Regarzzoni, who had 
been holding asettled third place until his 
SPLrC cars engine lost its oil pressure. 
The vissictitudes of Depailler came to a 
merciful end when, after struggling with 
bent stecring as a result of « seemingly 
minor shunt with Peterson. his engine 
blew up. 

So there weren't 4 let of care lett by the 
end, and the lagt real dice of the race faded 
away when JPS driver Gunnar Nilsson, 
who had been holding off Tom Pryce and, 
later, John Wataon, stopped with a piston 
broken, Ten care were leltrunning by the 
checkered flag, and some of them were 
barely running. 

Lauda had kept Hunt at bay only to the 
tune of a few seconds. and only for about 
half the distance: at the 44th lap (ofthe 78) 
James was suddenly fight wp close 
behind again, and the crowd began 
cheering and waving. At lap 4 tha 


=? 


The remains of Lafitte’s Matra J&5 are hauled away at (he end of a string after a ‘test lap crash triggered by 
number two Ferrari driver Clay Regazroni as he inied to put a pasa on James Hunt. 


firstly, bliatered front tires and then 
ignition parts. 

Brett Lunger's best GP since Kyalami 
wes going very well, the Surtees 
handling nicely and Brett chasing 
teammate Alan Jones closely—until the 
transmission broke internally. The third 
Surtees of Henri Pesearolo stopped when 
ite fuel pressure went too low to keep the 
engine running, while Carlos 
Reutemann's Brabham-Alfa came down 
with & case of of] pressure for the 
and sufficient reason that ite oil 
tank bad split. 

What everyone had hoped would be a 
good comeback ram for Amon ended 
finally when the Ensigm's engine went 
bang—having lost all its water because a 
radiator hose had lost its jubilee clip aa 
an aftermath of the first crash. Joining 
him was the equally luckless Laffite, 
Whose spare Ligier-Matra (the older, 


McLaren neatly and decisively cut inside 
going into Druids hairpin, and trailed a 
bow-wave of exitedly waving arms and 
programa all around the track. The 
Ferrari, it turned out later, was giving 
gear selection trouble, some of the 
linkage was jamming. and without being 
certain of getting firet or fifth when he 
Wanted third Lauda just Heapt his 
transverse box in one gear and used the 
Forrari torque to carry him around to the 
finish. 


Ti was more than a matter of settling for 
Points. A rumor was reverbera 
around the cireuit that in fact Hunt was 
being disqualified after all, for having 
started in violation of that damned rule. 
As long as Nilsson was going well Colin 
Chapman waa stirring things up, talking 
about protests, and the several Ferrari 

Continwed On Next Page 
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he draws up on one of the 
Cares Mullen Panes 


One o the peti drives of he day was put on ‘by Sha 
Brabhams. 


RAGAN Wireten Cap 

i-Cale Yarborough. 266) points after 17 aeente: 7-Beary 
Parsons, 2505; 3-Richard Pethy, 2478; Miligen, 2477; 5 
Dawe Marcia, 7210: &-Lesnie Posd, 2195: 7-Richard Childress, 
MOVE: S-Budey Baker, 1990; S-Darrell Walteig, 1941: 1-Frank 
Warren, 1975. 


USAE Gitecarnp Cap 
J-Jahney Butherloed. 7M points; borden Jehaceeh, LEM, 
3A Urieer, (7: 4 Wally Dalenbach, (475: 5-Mibe Mecthey, LA 
Glen Sema 11S 7-ALJ, Fagt, : §-Paaehe Carter, 860: 9- 
Joey Params, BOO: 10-Marig Andeetti, 750. 


SCCAUSEC S000 Serbs 
|-Alan Jem, 76 paiets ater two event; 2: ory teary i: }. 
Bran Redman, 68; 4-4) Urea, Jackie Gheves, and Wareict Groen. 
(tig), 2: Tem Sehuppan. 21; a> Raredy Lewis. 16: 9-Brett Longer. 
(2; bieMarst Krol, 1 


WMSA Corel GT 
i-Al Holbert, 110 poewis: d-Pete: Gregg. G8; 3-Michor! Beysar, 
4- Jie Basby. 77) S4eearge Dyer, 6, 6-Jebe Germ, 43; 7-Ba8 
Hagediad, iF) Edeny Jelly and Brian Redman, [bie] 20, Lo ae 
Bias ated Brad Frisell, [tie 17 


USAC Sick 
Dutch Harton, LOQ9 poets: 2: berry Byer. PS: 3- Sat Towel la, 
7: fame Stott G0c §-ALL Fog. 550: 6-Deve Berber, 455; 
PeHaredd Fae. 40: Block figwsher, 184: §-Boger Mel iiaey , 18); 
10-Ken Batley. DOO 


BSAC Spriat 
1 Pancho Carter, S20; 24laery Dickson, SEG: 3-fom Bagelow, 
79% 4-Andie Beate, 39): 5 Bety Cassetta, 1: d-thech Geraey, 
SLi: T-Gary Betheshausen, 08: 8-Jan Opperman. D:, PErace 
Walkup, Pai: b-Shelden Kinser, 27] 


UEAL Midget 
L-Baepyp Trop, 415 paints; 2-Toriary Aston’, 20, 2: Bob Weale, 
B40: 4 Sheree Latohaw, 27% 9-Aich Vogler, 200: 6-Dara Carter, LO: 
7-Sieee Canoe, GEL; 3:Mel @eryan, 177; 9-Bary Getteshosen, 
L7%; J0-Too Brasies. 153 


(WEA Goodrach AS 
nai Poet Stanceags. b-Caniot Eaerd, 9 2 Dene Pellet, B4, 2- 
Den Qiesendort, 57: 4-Bage Marte, 50; 5-Mall Bates 46 G-Micd 
Cone, UE: T-Aeas Jehagos, 17: lies Deamieg, 15: 9:Shevs 
Coles, (5. 19-Tarn Waugh and Aady Peters, (tie}, 14. 


5A facia! Caallerge 
L:ljait- Boba, 20: ¢-Dlen Dewdnden!, 05, Cernen Baird, 17:4- 


and it was with a greatfeeling of relief the 
news went around James was the winner 


indeed. Hen Tyrrell immediately 
withdrew his protest, but both Ferrari and 
Fittipaldi decided to carry it on to an 
appeal to the FLA. This is certainly the 
seabon of appeals, in Fi. 

An ingight into the kind of mood and 


DRIVERS POINT STANDINGS 


Carey Faten, 10; §-Seott Hosen, 8) 6-Boar Capen, 6; 7-Harh Avie, 
4) Eden Demmiag, 3; 9-Dennic Shaw, 3; 10-Ames Jobrean. 0. 


SCCA Beach Geld Cap Super Fee 
L:Bab Larier, SB paints afer three events; 2 lom Bagles, #3; 3- 
Wilam Henderson. ME 4-Mermas John, 15; -Chris Gteaeoe, 
My b-Harald MacQorgid 23: 7 feed Pails, 1: b-fertil Rene 20 
9-Michost Poder, U7 10-Jereg Jolly and Gearge Foollever [bowl £5 


RHE Winston Tie Faat 
i a1 after eight ewervis; 2 chad ee 


7555 foapen Rais T)GL: B-leb Sarokanite 31; &-Ton 
Racer ated Jim Bute, (lie), 3256, [iret Graham, 2107, 


MHRA Mitston Finny Car 
Deion Prediconce. 155 afer eight ewents: 2 Shirl Grea dae: 
Haymord Beadle. 2937. 5-Jon Lobercen. 


McCallech. 20M: Tom Prock, 035: 10-Pse Wee Mallace, 1833. 


ARGA Winsion Pio Shock 
D-Larty Leendedia, S407 ater seven everts: 2-lnires Jabngen, 
SETS: 9-Wally Baath, 1784: b-Rey HG, STE2 S-Bielion Pel, 3714) 6 
Baby Gilad dean, 7535: 7- Daan Kinane BPE: B-Bbvalby Jawan, 3075); 
Lee hephed, 9) M-Lee Huster, a? 


SCCA Transan 
1 Surley Haywood EL points after four events; 2: Bade Medley, 
(: 1-Jobe Bae, 49: deorge Fier, Se f-Joe Chamberlain, 
46; §-Jocks Maggiacers, Peter Gregg. ond Wart Maes ities, 40; o- 
ob Hagested and John Growes. (tie), 38 


MSE Corel ETL 
1-Enad Frigadl, DOS pointe: ¢-Glall Maas, 72; 3-Dharhes Wadeg, 
56: Stusis Bomd, 3): Deve White, 47. Blin Cook, @); David 
Comarl. 42: 8-Devid MecClin. 30; $-Bob Shara. 27: M-Rabert 
Kerbey. 2b. 


Fittiola Ove 
LM (Late, 52 peiiiis ated aegiit eols: 2-ees Hon ad 
Patnck Qegaller (be) 26: &-Jody Schechter, 24; -Segaazan. 19: 
&-lacque Latithe and Jocten Mane. He) 10: Bans Stuck. Guenar 
Fildsen deed Jock Myliod (ie) 6. 


SOCA SenceeBiliien Cap 
1:Paul Sacks, 2) pouts ation thee aneetu: 7 -Jaha Ayan, JE 3- 
Jean Williamson ae Ted Aobeits ite), 2 bow Gigieaiti and 
Phollip Pave ted. 22: ?-Pem Stareap. 38> E-Pam Scheider, 22 9 
Ray Clark, 2h bi-Gd Beter. LE 


motivation of all this protesting, though, 
eons from the Ferrari man. “Hey, Lica, 
look her, before the race you wern 
mirying on about how Regea should be 
allowed bo start: now you're saying James 
should be disallowed. Why are you being 
inconsistent?” A sly Latin grin in reply. 
‘It's my job!" 


Young Gunnar Nilsson, like inate Mano Andretti. seaias tibiae gotten the mestureot the lotus 77. Here 
be leads Tom Pryce. Nilsson eventually went oul with a raptered engine, while Pryce fineched fifth. 


Two “Straight For oe 
Watson Manages Fourth 


Continued From Preceding Page 
managers on the secne were right with 
him. (The Ferrari Fl manager of two 
years past, Luca Montezemolo, had come 
to Brands Haieh specifically on Ferrari 
instructions, becwuge of bitter Ferrari 
memories af the infamous pit-lane 
incident of 1974, when Lauds was blocked 
by BAC officials from rejoining the race! | 
The RAC officiala issued a bulletin 
halfway through saying that it was all 
nonsense, that James Hunt was indeed 
racing legally, but still the uncertainty 
was in the alr and it was possible to 
believe that even as the Marlboro 
McLaren waa driving steadily round and 
Tound it was a “phantom” and the race 
wis really being won by “he ailing 
Ferrari! Wheat a wierd motor race, 

[tran out with James well ahead of Niki. 
atill emoking Nghtly but mot seriously; 
the man on the platform spraying the 
champagne said his McLaren had run 
perfectly thank you very much, he'd hed 
no problems at all beyond his thumb, 
which was still throbbing. On the other 
side of Lauda wis Jody Scheckter, whose 
Tyrrell had been not the threat to the 
Ferrari as it might have been because it 
too wae failing—it's rear suspension 
cress beam was broken aa in Beleium. 

John Watson was a superb fourth, 
superb because of tho way the engine was 
running. He'd had a oose-bending shunt 
With Merzario, stopped for anew one, and 
worked his way up from 21st to eighth: 
then he'd spun; then the engine started 
misfiring badly, but without letting up at 
all, driving visibly harder than any man 
left in the race in the late stages, John 
Worked the First National City Bank 


up to fourth place. 

Tom was himeelf troubled by hiseangine 
going baci fearing that it waa valve 
damare be limited himself to 8500 mpm. 
Teammate Jean-Plerre Jarier had a worse 
Tace, his engine likewise misiiring worse 
and worse, but af least both Shadows 
finished, conte again—fourth time in a 
row, 

Coming in sixth was Alan Jones, 
scoring a good point for Surtecs, while 
Emerson Fittipaldi. his Copersucar 
benefitting from recent sugpension mods 
but not enough, came seventh, The last 
three runners were Haraid Fril,whohada 
good rum in his private Hesketh, and 
Carlos Pace whose Brabham-Alfa had 
made two pitstops io change badly worn 
front tires, both ahewd of Jarier, 

Even as the sounds of the ten surviving 
engines died away, the team managers of 
Fittipaldi, Tyrrell and Ferrari fronted up 
with their fifty quid (each) cash protest 
Inoney and demanded that Hunt be 
excluded. For a good two hours then 
everyone conternead was locked away 
inside a room discussing the matter. 
Evidence wag given on all sides, but a 
Picture pradually built op that in fact 
James had been still in motion af the 
instant the red flag was first displayed, 
Never mind that he was not actually able 
to complete thatlap, it was enough that he 
Wea moving as long as everyone else was 
before the order went oul to stop the race. 
However, both Regaztoni and Laffite 
would have to be excluded. as their 
original cara were bent. 

It certainly was the most senalble 
decision the RAC eould have arrived at, 


. Detause we want you to 
see why FORMULA is the 
fastest growing racing 
publication tn the 
world, Written by racing 
people for racing people. 
Full reports of every 
major racing event. The 
only national puldication 
covering amateur racing on 
@ major scale. 

Pius profiles, 

track tests, technical 
features, driver opinion, 
and anything else of 


interest. 
We're so sure you'll love 


FORMULA that we'll send 
you your first copy free. Just 
send ws 25 cents to cover 
postage and handling, and 
we'll have the best looking 
racing monthly you ever saw 
on its way to you the same day. But if you're convinced 
already, a one-year subscription is only $170. Don't miss out 
an the magazine the insiders are reading. Don't miss out on FORMULA. 
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FREE... 


La America’s International Racing Magazine 
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I 2020 South Susan, Suite L | 
| Santa Ana, Ga. 92704 | 
| LET ME LOOK YOU OVER. \ 
| CT Enclosed is 3.25 to cover postage and handling 25 | 
| for a free sample copy of FORMULA, 
; I'M ALREADY CONVINCED 
ENTER MY SUBSCRIPTION: Only one “track test!” per person 
1 (1 Year $10.00 Airis | 
| (12 Issues) | 
| 2 Years $16.00 Address | 
(24 Issues} 
| Check or City | 
| Cl Money Order Enclosed I 
| (Bill Me Later State Zip l 
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